Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, January 24, 2007
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm.

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Jeri Smith, Doralee Booth, Earl Listabarger, Vic Cantelmo, Sandra Stillion, Carol Sandvig, Pauline Nefcy, Tom Vuyovich, Doug Robertson, Cynthia Colinares, Ted Morris, Natalie Pacheco, Karen Vaden, Blair Murray, and Mike Abendhoff.  Also, seventeen (17) guests signed in.

Public Comments:

Bill Grant announced that Gold Star is making the final modifications on the outside design of a 60-unit condominium called Ocean Breezes.  Gold Star is also looking into a possible 25-30 million dollar investment into an ethanol plant (the green fuel).  The ethanol fuel would be sold at a future gas station in Birch Bay.  For more information you can contact Chris Landrum at the Sandcastle.

Guest Speaker:  Jerry Debacker from the Whatcom Land Trust

The Whatcom County Land Trust is a 23-year-old non-profit organization founded in 1984.  There are over 700 supporting members and 15 board members.  The Land Trust has protected over 8,000 acres of land in Whatcom County.  A power point presentation was given with pictures and information on some of the protected lands in Whatcom County.  There is over 1,000 protected acres in the Lake Whatcom watershed.  Recent protected lands in the Birch Bay area include Fenton’s 77-acre farm in Blaine, which has old growth forest and streams for salmon restoration.  The Land Trust in cooperation with Trillium has protected one and one half miles of public access shoreline on Point Whitehorn for a future County Park.  The Land Trust could possibly help Birch Bay with connectivity between our park parcels.

Guest Speaker:  Warner Webb, Whatcom County Fire Marshal

An information pamphlet was handed out regarding the new burn ban in effect in the urban growth areas.  SSC operates the dump on the Birch Bay Lynden Road.  It is only open on Sunday, which is a restrictive schedule for serving the needs of the Birch Bay community.  The dump will accept motor oils.

Implementation Subcommittee reports:

Emergency Preparedness Task Force:

· Chair Ruth Higgins introduced the newly formed committee and invited those interested to sign up and join in this very important planning for our community.

Incorporation: 

· The RFP for the feasibility study for incorporation of Birch Bay is completed and will be advertised in the paper next Wednesday and applicants will have 3 weeks to respond. The process is seeking a consultant to demonstrate expertise specifically in feasibility studies.

Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement/Restoration: 

· Phase 1 is completed and phase 2 will establish a preliminary design for the berm, which will then be presented to shoreline owners.  Phase 3 will concentrate on the final design and funding.  This project will be an example of state, federal, and local agencies working together.

Land Use/Economic Development/Infrastructure:  Meeting cancelled due to snow.

Task Force for Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection:  

· Whatcom County Public Works is establishing the boundaries of the stormwater district based on the Birch Bay watershed.  The fees will be based on impervious surface.  A LID (low impact development) ordinance will also be established.  The name for the storm water district will be Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resource Management District (BBWARM).  New chairs are Alan Friedlob, Keats Garman and Jerry Larson.

Parks, Recreation and Open Space:  

· The committee continues to do mapping and a park property inventory.  A bike/pedestrian trail plan from south of BP to the Canadian border is finished.  The Northwest Parks and Recreation district will have 4 public meetings in March.  The district has not been active since 1987.  The new Parks and Rec. board is looking for public input to develop a park master plan.

Transportation/Public Safety and Schools:  

· North Whatcom Fire and Rescue (NWFR) is the newly formed Whatcom County Fire District #21 which is a combination of Fire Dist. #13 (Blaine and Birch Bay) and Fire Dist. #3 (rural Lynden).  Fire commissioner meetings will be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm at the Lynden Fire Station and the 4th Monday of the month at 7 pm at the Birch Bay Station.  The fire district will hire and train 21 full time firefighters in the next few months.  The Lynden fire station will be manned 24/7 first, followed by 24/7 manning of the Birch Bay fire station in May.  Fire District #21 has 45 pieces of firefighting apparatus in ten stations covering 147 sq. miles.  When all 21 firefighters complete their training the district will have 37 career firefighters and more than 80 volunteers.

      Fire District #21  2007 budget includes:
Tax revenue: $4,889,725

Operational expenditures:  $4,442,452

Total annual budget: $5,479,169 

· John Everett, Whatcom County Transportation planner will be working with Transpo Consulting and a steering committee to develop a concurrency ordinance and impact fee program for Whatcom County.  The Transpo group will also do some modeling regarding the Birch Bay transportation plan in co-ordination with Design Guidelines town/civic center planning.

· The Birch Bay neighborhood deputy will begin his duties this spring.  His assigned territory will be from Birch Point south to the BP Cherry Point refinery.

· A thank you to Ruth Higgins who will give leadership to the newly formed Task Force for Emergency Preparedness.

Design Guidelines:

· The Birch Bay Community Steering Committee and Whatcom County will host the Northwest Collaborative (ANC) team on Thursday Feb. 8 for a Town Planning Workshop and a Designs Guidelines for commercial zones workshop on Saturday Feb. 10 at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church.  Davidya Kasperzyk, architect and bioregional planner will facilitate the community design investigation.

The next Birch Bay Steering Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, February 28, 2007.

Chairman Berg adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Doralee Booth, Secretary with some details by Kathy Berg.
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