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OUTDOORS
Go fly a kite


Whatcom County offers several spots to soar
KIE RELYEA 



To the list of ways to play outdoors, add kite flying.

Or kite admiring, if you’re among those who head to Squalicum Harbor this time of the year to stare at the show put on by local fliers with deft hands and a love for what has been by turns a toy and a tool.

The kite has been around since the Chinese started flying them more than 2,000 years ago.

April is National Kite Month and one way to celebrate is to go to the harbor’s Zuanich Point Park where you might catch a glimpse of Bellingham resident Eric Coovert in action. The 44-year-old sells photo copiers for a living; he flies kites most weekends as a hobby, which explains why he has 50 of them.

“I like the colors. When you get a bunch of them out and you look at them in the sky it’s like a gigantic mural. I like to watch the tails flow in the wind,” Coovert says. “When the wind gets blowing pretty hard, blowing on the string, it kind of makes a whistling sound.”

That’s called “singing” when the lines do that, he says.

It was seeing them at Zuanich that rekindled Coovert’s interest in kites, which he had flown as a child. The park remains Coovert’s favorite place to fly.

“You’ve got the bay, you’ve got usually a pretty steady wind if the wind is blowing at all. You can see Mount Baker,” he says.

Then there are the boats and the islands off in the distance, he adds. Plus, there are few kite-eating trees and no electrical lines overhead.

Laura Rehberger, a receptionist for the Ferndale Public Works Department who flies kites with her children ages 3 and 5, also recommends Zuanich Point Park as a good place.

Her other recommendations are Hovander Homestead Park and Hastings Park, both in Ferndale, as well as Boulevard Park in Bellingham.

But she likes to go to Birch Bay State Park, where the family flies kites along the water.

And while kites are locked into many happy childhood memories, more adults fly kites worldwide than children, according to the World Kite Museum & Hall of Fame in Long Beach, Wash.

Those adults include Kay Buesing, director of the kite museum, who has been fascinated by kites ever since buying her husband one for Christmas in 1979.

“For me the multicultural part of kiting, plus its history, is fascinating. I continually learn new things,” she says. So do others who go to the museum, which has in its current exhibit kites from five different Asian countries — Japan, China, Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia — along with information on why inhabitants from each country fly them, the kinds of designs they put on them, and the materials they use.

“It has a great deal to do with their culture,” Buesing says.

The first written account of kite flying dates back to 200 B.C., when a Chinese general during the Han Dynasty flew a kite over a city’s walls to figure out how far his army would have to tunnel to get past its defense for an attack. They’ve been used for ages in warfare — for signaling to lifting observers to dropping propaganda leaflets.

They’ve provided hope to those who over the centuries have used them to lift offerings to their gods for prosperity, fertility and good harvest.

They were part of key scientific discoveries. Ben Franklin used them to prove that lightning was electricity. Scientific minds such as Alexander Graham Bell, Lawrence Hargrave and the Wright brothers used kites in experiments that eventually opened the way to the development of the airplane, according to the American Kitefliers Association.

Their use has changed over the years. But the wonder they’ve instilled is timeless.

“It’s almost breath-taking to see the strange shapes that can fly. It’s just amazing,” Buesing says.
Reach Kie Relyea at kie.relyea@bellinghamherald.com or 715-2234.
LEARN HOW TO FLY RIGHT 
Here are some basic kite-flying tips, including how to do it safely: 
• Don’t fly near power lines because kite lines conduct electricity. 
• Other ways of steering clear of electrocution include: Avoid flying with a wet kite string, with metal attached to it, when it’s raining or near radio antennas. 
• Don’t fly them near airports or over roads. 
• Don’t run with a kite. If there’s not enough wind, running won’t help. 
• Don’t throw your kite into the air. If the conditions are right, the wind should lift the kite out of the helper’s hand (if you have one holding the kite). 
• You don’t need strong wind to fly a kite; speeds of 3 to 10 mph are good. In fact, heavy winds will damage a kite. 
• How can you gauge wind speed? Tall grass blowing gently or a wiggling flag are good indicators. 
• Look for a fairly open space to fly, like soccer fields or beaches. Smooth surfaces are best, so you don’t have to worry about tripping over rocks or stepping into a hole and twisting your ankle, but avoid roads. 
• Bystanders should stand behind the person flying the kite to avoid possibly being hurt if the kite comes crashing to the ground. 
• Different kites work better for different wind speeds. Deltas, diamonds and dragon kites fly well in light to medium winds of 6 to 15 mph. 
• If you can’t get the kite to fly, it’s likely because the line’s too short. Let out at least 30 to 40 feet of line. 
Sources: Washington Kitefliers Association www.nationalkitemonth.org 

ON THE WEB 
Washington Kitefliers Association: www.wka-kiteflyers.com, includes a list of kite-flying events in Washington state and links to other sites about kites and kite-making for children. 
British Columbia Kitefliers Association: www.bcka.bc.ca, features a list of kite-flying events in the region. 
American Kitefliers Association: www.aka.kite.org has a list of kite events in Washington state and across the country. 
National Kite Month: www.nationalkitemonth.org, including tips on how to fly a kite. April is the month that’s been set aside to appreciate all things related to kites. 
Washington State International Kite Festival: www.kitefestival.com. The event is set for Aug. 20-26 in Long Beach. 
World Kite Museum & Hall of Fame: www.worldkitemuseum.com

