Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, September 26, 2007
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Dr. Frank Oldrich, Vic Cantelmo, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Jerry Larson, Patrick Alesse, Cynthia Colinares, Ted Morris, Natalie Pacheco and Karen Vaden.  Also present were 2 guest speakers and 10 members of the community.
The resignation of John Sand, representative from Birch Bay Village and Blair Murry, representative from Birch Point were noted.  

Special Guests:

Sheriff Deputy Cliff Langley reported to the community after his first summer on duty at Birch Bay.  Some of the activities and duties that Deputy Cliff participated in are:

· Discovery Days Parade

· Chamber lunch

· Organized patrol on the 4th of July

· Several felony drug arrests

· No serious crimes...mainly crimes of opportunity

· Most complaints from the community were speeding.  From Memorial Day to Labor Day, 239 citations/infractions were given from Grandview north and west of Blaine Road.  90% of the citations were for speeding.  123 citations were given between Harborview and Alderson.

· Parking on the enhanced shoulder and blocking the pedestrian/bike path from Alderson to the State Park received continued attention.

· 8 crashes were noted.

Deputy Cliff encouraged the community to stop and chat with him to keep him notified regarding safety concerns around the community.  He also encouraged the neighborhoods to sign up for Block Watch and take the training.

Bob Jacobson spoke regarding the CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) program in Whatcom County.  CERT is disaster preparedness training for citizens.  The 27-hour CERT training program costs $50.  This includes all required safety gear and training materials.  In CERT training you learn to:

· Prepare yourself and your family to be self-sufficient for a minimum of 3 days to 2 weeks.

· Organize teams and provide direction for spontaneous volunteers to effectively respond to a disaster.

· Manage utilities, put out small fires, and provide basic medical aid.

· Learn skills to take care of yourself, your family, your neighbors, your co-workers and your community.

The training emphasizes preparation, awareness, readiness and recovery.  A new NOAA weather station was just commissioned in Blaine.  All-hazard NOAA radios are available and have an alert tone for severe emergencies.

· The Minutes of the May 23, 2007 Birch Bay Steering Committee were accepted as written.

Public Comments:

Gerald Larson reported on the  (DNR) Aquatic Reserve the boundaries of which are the waters off the shoreline from the south end of the State Park around Pt. Whitehorn to the Lummi Reservation.  Gerald has been representing Birch Bay in the collaborative process to plan for the management of the aquatic reserve.  Gerald’s statement reads:  “The Birch Bay community became involved with the collaborative process for two reasons:
1. Birch Bay has the designation of being a Shoreline of Statewide Significance (RCW 92.58).  Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources (WSDNR) and Whatcom County have the responsibility of protecting the Bay for all people from the tip of Whitehorn to the tip of Birch Point.  Part of what is called Cherry Point Reach is within Birch Bay and has been used as a clamming and crabbing area.  If this recreational opportunity changes, the Birch Bay community needs to understand the rational.

2. From the beginning, development of the Cherry Point industry put Birch Bay at risk.  The risk has increased in recent years.  The Birch Bay resort area has considerable value and the community needs to be reassured that WSDNR, Whatcom County and Cherry Point industry have a plan in place that protects the Bay to the maximum extent possible.  This plan should be transparent and effective, not just cost effective.”

Implementation Sub-committee Reports:

Emergency Preparedness Task Force:

· Committee met through the summer.

· The message to the Birch Bay community is “Survivability in Isolation.”  The task force is encouraging awareness, preparation, and readiness.  Information and training offered from CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) was planned for this evening.  The Red Cross will be giving a presentation at the October Steering Committee meeting regarding emergency kits with an opportunity for the community to purchase prepared kits from the Red Cross.

· The next meeting of the Task Force is October 18 at the Birch Bay Fire Station.

Incorporation Study Committee:

· A public forum was held last Monday evening, Sept. 24.

· The community was encouraged to fill out the Incorporation Feasibility Survey on line or pick up a printed copy this evening and return it to Berk and Assoc., 120 Lakeside Ave. Suite 200, Seattle, WA   98122.

· The next meeting date is Monday, Oct. 15, 7 pm. at the Church.

Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement/Restoration:

· An update of the feasibility and cost study will be available for the Dec. 5 meeting.

· $400,000 has been allocated on the County Transportation Improvement Program for more engineering and permitting on the berm/Birch Bay Drive pedestrian facility for the year 2008.
Land Use/Economic/Development/Infrastructure:

· Did not meet.

Task Force for Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection-BBWARM:

· A public meeting was held in September.  Bill Derry, consultant from CH2MHill who prepared the Birch Bay Stormwater Plan gave a presentation to educate the public on the watershed plan and past history of the process.

· The next meeting of this committee is the 3rd Wednesday, October 17.

Parks, Recreation and Open Space:

· A Northwest Parks and Recreation District levy will be on the ballot November 6th.  The levy rate will be $.10/$1000 of access valuation for 2 years.  Signs to vote yes for the levy were passed out to advertise and encourage the community to support the levy for much needed improvements in the district.

Transportation/Public Safety/Schools:

· A report was given on the 5 Birch Bay projects on the Whatcom County (TIP) Transportation Improvement Program 2008-2013.  The County Council adopted the TIP Sept. 11, 2007.

· Deputies Chad Heinrich and Cliff Langley gave a Block Watch presentation to the committee and encouraged the neighborhoods to form a block watch and become involved in crime prevention.

· Next meeting is scheduled for the 3rd Thursday, October 18.

Design Guidelines:

· Did not meet.

The next meeting of the Birch Bay Steering Committee is Wednesday, October 24, 2007.

Chairman Berg adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary
With some details from Kathy Berg
