Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, October 24, 2007
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Steering Committee members present were:  Kathy Berg, Doralee Booth, Dr. Frank Oldrich, Vic Cantelmo, Carol Sandvig, Jerry Larson, Patrick Alesse, Doug Robertson, Cynthia Colinares, Ted Morris, and Karen Vaden.  Two (2) guest speakers and thirteen (13) guests were also present.

Ruth Higgins, Chair of the Emergency Preparedness Task Force, introduced Guest speaker Laura Fields from the Mt. Baker Chapter of the Red Cross.  Ms. Fields’ asked the questions “Are you ready? Do you have an emergency kit with everything you need if you had to evacuate your home in 20 minutes or shelter in place for 3 to 5 days?”  She encouraged the community to be informed, make an emergency kit, and make a plan.  Put another way, prepare for survivability in isolation.  A basic emergency kit includes the following with supplies for 3-5 days.

Water...1 gal/person/day

Food (and can opener)

Medicine (copy of prescriptions)

Medical supplies

Flashlight and Radio (battery or wind up)

Copy of insurance papers and mortgage

Evidence of residency (eg. PSE bill)

Cash ($100)

Kits can be purchased from the Red Cross by calling 360-733-3290.

Guest speaker Birch Bay Neighborhood Deputy Cliff Langley brought the new Washington State boating safety education card law to our attention.  The law requires all operators of boats with motors of 15 horse-power or greater to have a boater education card.  People born before Jan. 1, 1955 are exempt from needing a boater safety education card.  The card requirement is being phased in from 2008 to 2014.  Boat operators from 12 to 20 years old must have their cards in 2008.  To qualify for the boater safety education card you can apply and take the course on line at the WA Parks and Recreation website.  The fee is $10.  The Whatcom County Sheriff’s department and the U.S. Coast Guard also teach the classes. Washington State is number 6 in the nation for boating fatalities.

Public Comments:

Dr. Frank Oldrich reported that Bay View homeowner’s assoc. wrote a letter to Fred Bovenkamp-Horizon at Semiahmoo developer asking that the vegetation on the 10 ft. berm along Selder Road be no higher than 6 ft. above the berm.  Trees with the potential of growing tall have been planted which will eventually block views.  Bovenkamp had not responded to the letter.
Carol Sandvig requested that some porta-potties and garbage cans remain on the Drive in the winter for those who walk, bike ride and visit Birch Bay.
Lisa Guthrie of Homestead announced that the Beach House would open sometime in early November.
Ellie Friedlob reminded the community that Saturday, Oct. 27 at 9am is tree-planting workday at Terrell Creek. Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA) will have some equipment and the Chums of Terrell Creek will feed the work crew at a cook out.  Volunteers are needed this winter for fish observation.  Contact Ellie.
Earl Ball asked if there is any progress on getting a post office at Birch Bay.

Implementation Subcommittee Reports:

Emergency Preparedness Task Force continues to meet at the Birch Bay Fire Station on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  The next meeting is Nov. 15 from 5-7pm.

Incorporation Study Committee will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 7pm at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church.  All current information regarding the feasibility study can be found on the Incorporation page of the www.birchbayinfo.org website.  The final draft report is due in late January 2008.

Shoreline Enhancement/Restoration will meet on Dec. 5 at 7pm at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church.  County PDS project manager Roland Middleton will bring the committee up to date on the berm project.

Land Use/Economic Development/Infrastructure has not been meeting.

Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resources Management District– BBWARM

· The Sept. community meeting reviewed the Birch Bay Watershed Stormwater Plan to help those in the upper watershed understand the watershed-wide concept.  Bill Derry, consultant from CH2M Hill, returned to lead the meeting and answer questions.

· Public Works is now in charge of the implementation phase of BBWARM and has hired a position primarily for BBWARM implementation. The October 17 meeting continued the discussion on rate structure and rate credits.

· The next meeting is on Nov. 14 at 7pm at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church.

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

· Putting up yard signs and working in support of the NW Parks and Recreation District levy campaign.  The 2-year levy is asking for .10/1000 dollars of assessed valuation.  Some of the money will be used for trails and sports fields in the Birch Bay/Blaine area.

· The committee meets of the 3rd Monday every other month.  Next meeting is in December.

Transportation, Public Safety, and Schools

· The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) was finalized and passed by the County Council.  5 projects are listed on the TIP in the Birch Bay area with construction dates for 2008 and 2009.

· Deputy Chad Heinrich, Whatcom County Crime Prevention officer, presented an introduction to the Block Watch Program.  He encouraged neighborhoods to get involved and gave valuable information of how to keep property and ourselves safe at the meeting in October.

· In preparation for winter storm surge a reminder was given to have sandbags ready if you live in the flood zone.  Relying on the County will be too late.

· The Blaine School District announced that the bond levy for 2008 would not include construction costs for a Birch Bay elementary school due to lower than expected enrollment.  Funds for purchase of land for the new elementary will be included in the bond levy.

Chair Kathy Berg adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary

With some details from Kathy Berg
