Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, October 1, 2008
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

 Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

Steering Committee members present were:  Kathy Berg, Doralee Booth, Carol Sandvig, Jerry Larson, Tom Vuyovich, Kelvin Barton, and Ted Morris.  Fourteen (14) guests signed in and two (2) guest speakers were present.
· The Minutes for the July 23, 2008 meeting were accepted as written.       

Public Comments:
Tom Vuyovich asked if anyone knew about the logging in the wetland by Birch Creek.  A discussion occurred and Tom will call Whatcom County Planning and Development to inquire.
Ted Morris, Commissioner for Northwest Parks and Recreation District reminded the community about a brainstorming meeting to develop a master plan being held tomorrow evening, Oct. 2 at 7 pm at Blaine Elementary.

Special Guests:
Whatcom County Sheriff Bill Elfo spoke to us about the Neighborhood Deputy Program and discussed the county budget for 2009.  Birch Bay, Kendall/Paradise, and Sudden Valley have neighborhood deputies.  Point Roberts has a resident deputy.  Sheriff Elfo had been asked to cut his budget by 3.6%, which would mean a reduction of 4 deputies and overtime to save $460,000.  Sheriff Elfo is looking for other ways to creatively solve the budget cut.  The community was very vocal regarding the need for the continuation of our neighborhood deputy program.  The discussion continued with questions from the community and many comments of appreciation for our neighborhood deputy, Cliff Langley.  A final question was: How would your department likely relate to a City of Birch Bay?  Sheriff Elfo stated that, “A 24/7 contract with the County requires 5.4 officers and the Incorporation Feasibility Study showed that the cost could be budgeted for a City of Birch Bay.”

Fire District #21 Chief Tom Fields spoke regarding the 2008 Levy Lid Lift.  The District is requesting a levy lid lift from $1.32 to $1.40 per $1,000 of assessed evaluation.   This equates to about a $23.00 increase per year for a $300,000 home, if assessed values stay the same.  A “yes” vote means the District will have the ability to pursue its adopted service levels for our community.  A “no” vote means the District may not be able to fund necessary apparatus replacement and the decrease in funding may compromise current programs.  Costs are going up 3 - 3.5% per year and revenues are increasing by only 1%.  Response times are under 8 minutes some 5 minutes faster than in previous years. 

Chairman Berg thanked the Sheriff and Fire Chief for their service to the Birch Bay community and adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Doralee Booth, Secretary

