Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, January 30, 2008
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Katy Hicks, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Jerry Larson, Patrick Alesse, Kelvin Barton, Ted Morris and Natalie Pacheco.  Also present was one guest speaker and 8 guests were signed in on the guest sheet.  
Chairman Berg asked all audience members to introduce themselves.

· The Minutes for the September 2, 2007 meeting were accepted as written.

· The Minutes of the October 24, 2007 meeting were accepted as written.

Public Comment:

Jerry Larson asked to have a representative from BP come and speak to the Steering Committee regarding their plans for the newly purchased West Cherry Point property previously owned by Trillium.  Jerry is a representative on the Cherry Point working group planning for the protection of the aquatic reserve along the industrial shoreline.  The reserve runs from the southern boundary of Birch Bay State Park to the north boundary of the Lummi Reservation.

Patrick Alessee has his hands on the new tax book and informed us that the city of Lynden’s assessment is less than Birch Bay.  There are 3,905 registered voters in Birch Bay.

Ruth Higgins passed sign up forms out for the upcoming CERT training on the dates of March 1, 15, and 29th.  She also handed out an Emergency Readiness pamphlet from Kelli Linville’s office.

Special Guest:

Superintendent Ron Spanjer spoke regarding the upcoming Blaine School District 4 year Maintenance and Operations (M&O) levy and the Capital Projects Bond election.  

Voter information pamphlets were handed out to explain the facts of the levy and bond issues.  The following are some highlights:

· The March 21, 2008, maintenance and operations levy is a replacement levy, not a new tax.  It replaces the current four-year levy, which expires at the end of 2008 and will maintain levy funding for the Blaine School District for four years through 2012.  The current levy provides about 21.27% of the total budget.  The M&O levy is the local community’s share of the cost of providing a quality education for its children.  The state provides 69% of the total cost.  The remaining approximately 10% of the budget is supported by federal grants and program fees.  The existing 2007 rate is $1.09 per $1,000 valuation.  The estimated rate for 2009 proposed levy is $1.19 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.  The BP Cherry Point Refinery represents 24% of the tax base in the Blaine School District and therefore pays a significant share of the M&O levy total.

· The Capital Projects Bond will total $40 million and be used for the following:

1. Blaine High School - $30 million

2. Birch Bay Elementary property acquisition - $1.5 million

3. Facility upgrades - $4.5 million

4. Fields and Stadium - $4 million

The projected bond rate would be $1.33 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.  The actual rate may be lower than the projected rate as a result of increases in assessed valuation.  Supt. Spanjer emphasized the importance of responsible planning in consideration of projected enrollment growth, as well as those issues relating to larger scale facility maintenance and upgrade priorities.

Chairman Kathy Berg announced the resignation of Jeri Smith, Vice Chair of the Steering Committee.  She then opened the nominations for the vice-chair position. 
· Doralee Booth was nominated for vice-chair of the Birch Bay Steering Committee by Patrick Alesse with second by Ted Morris.

Nominations remain open for the vice-chair position until the February 2008 meeting.

Implementation Subcommittee reports:

Emergency Preparedness Task Force:

· Recruiting for Community Emergency Response training (CERT).

· Next meeting...Feb. 21 @ 5pm at the church

Incorporation:

· Next meeting Monday, Feb. 4.  The final draft of the Birch Bay incorporation feasibility study report will be discussed.

Shoreline Enhancement:

· Phase 2...The $400,000 funded project will be the completion of the preliminary design.

Land Use/Economic Development/Infrastructure...not meeting

· It was noted that the Watershed Characterization and Watershed Planning Pilot Study with County and State agencies are applying for an EPA grant to fund further study in the Birch Bay/Terrell Creek watershed regarding land use management.

BBWARM:

· Implementation of the stormwater plans, rate structure and governance continue.

· Next meeting, Feb. 20 at 7:00 pm at the church.

Parks, Recreation and Open Space:

· Meets the 3rd Monday of every other month.  Next meeting Feb. 18 at 7pm at the church.

Transportation/Public Safety/Schools:

Fire District #21 Chief Tom Fields gave a “2008 State of Fire District#21 report” to the committee.  Some interesting facts:

· 23 full-time professional fire fighters have been hired...there are now 37 firefighters.

· A fire marshal has been hired.

· 3 stations are manned 24/7.
· 4 student firefighters (interns from Skagit Valley College) will live at the Semiahmoo Station and work shifts at no cost to the district.
· The district has received over $700,000 in federal grants.

· 2,164 alarms went off in 2007...575 were fire related, the rest were medical emergency. 
· There was about $800,000 of property damage in the district.   $1.3 billion was saved from property damage.

· Level of service - The response time was reduced from 13 min. to 8 min.

· $4.68 million in property taxes collected in 2007...$400,000 in additional revenue.
· Operations expenses were $3.5 million...(the district was 80-90% over budget for fuel costs).
· It cost about $400,000 a month to operate Fire District #21.
· Projected estimate of taxes to be collected in 2008 is $5.1 million.

· Levels of service:  The district has set the goal of a 90 sec. turn out time for personnel and the fire engine to be moving after the alarm has sounded.  If this is not accomplished a report must be filed.  

· Fire and Emergency response times:

Tier 1....urban/city....8 min (this response time has been met reducing the time from 13 min)

Tier 2...suburban (Birch Bay)...10 min.

Tier 3...rural...12 min

Tier 4...primitive rural...14 min.

· The boundaries between Fire Districts #21 and #7 (Ferndale/Pt. Whitehorn) are going away and Fire #21 will serve Point Whitehorn with the automated 1st response system.
The 2007 data on traffic counts and speeds on the roads in the UGA were considered and discussed.  Safety concerns regarding the new northern intersection of Birch Bay Drive and Birch Point Road were discussed and some possible solutions were listed and passed on to the County.
Design Guidelines...not meeting.

The next Birch Bay Steering committee meeting will be Wednesday, February 27, 2008.

Chairman Kathy Berg adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary
With some details provided by Kathy Berg.
