Birch Bay Chamber notes: 7-19-05

· All PDS special projects are identified in the Subarea Plan.

· From the Forward:

“The Birch Bay Community Plan is a method of deciding between the available choices, and bringing about the sorts of changes Birch Bay are residents want.  The plan rests on the belief that it is wise to look ahead, foresee change, and take charge of the future.  It covers decisions regarding Birch Bay’s growth that are best made in common.  These decisions include the following planning concerns: the overall land use pattern, how to serve the are with adequate housing, community facilities, roads, and public utilities (sewer, and water), and how to protect natural resources, including critical areas and the shoreline.  Within this overall guide, there is still much room for individual discretion.”  

· The Vision Statement:

“We the People of Birch Bay.”

· Statement from the local Citizens not a general County assumption.  Discussion about the central values found in the Subarea Plan.

· Introduce PDS staff and the committee assignments:

· Stormwater and Shellfish Protection: Roland

· Shoreline Enhancement: Roland

· Land Use/Infrastructure: Hal

· Restrooms/WTA/Park: Roland

· School: Roland

· Post Office: Roland

· Park and Recreation: Troy, Roland

· Governance: Elizabeth

Birch Bay Stormwater Management Plan
Birch Bay contains the largest recreational shellfish harvesting area in Washington State. As a result, water quality is a major concern for the Birch Bay Community both from an ecological and economic standpoint. The Subarea Plan includes goals and policies related to stormwater management that provide direction for the development of Low Impact Development standards to address stormwater as future development takes place and on-going monitoring of stormwater to help ensure that water quality concerns are identified early. 
  
Whatcom County is currently in the process of finalizing the scope of work with consultant firm CH2M-Hill to begin the Birch Bay Stormwater Management Plan. 
  
The Birch Bay Stormwater Management Plan Special Project is coordinated with the Task Force for Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection of the Birch Bay Steering Committee

Important note: Public Meeting.  Ask for all to attend. Very Important
Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement
This special project was originally identified in the Birch Bay Subarea Plan as the Beachfront Promenade.   The focus evolved as additional goals and objectives were added to the project.   The Subarea plan described the project as: 
  
“Working with the appropriate County and State agencies, retain a civil engineer for final design of a promenade and a berm along Birch Bay Drive.   Seek State and Federal funding for construction of the berm.   Construct the berm and promenade along Birch Bay Drive.” 
  
The Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement Special Project is coordinated with the Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement Subcommittee of the Birch Bay Steering Committee. 
Birch Bay Capital Facilities
Planning and Development Services has identified three capital facilities special projects for Birch Bay. 
· Public Restrooms and Parking - 
The Birch Bay Subarea Plan describes the special project as:
"Working with Whatcom County Parks, local developers and the Whatcom Transit Authority, acquire a parking lot with public restroom facilities on the upland side of Birch Bay Drive.   This facility could provide parking for the Coast Millennium Trail and beach visitors, and also be used for a bus stop and Park-and-Ride lot for commuters." 
· Location of a Birch Bay Post Office - 
Recently added to the list of special projects is the investigation into the location and establishment of a Post Office to serve the Birch Bay area. 
· Location of a Birch Bay School - 
The Birch Bay area has experience significant growth over the last several years.   A special project is established to investigate the need to locate a school in the Birch Bay area. 
  
The Birch Bay Capital Facilities Special Projects are coordinated with the Land Use and Development/Public Services and Infrastructure Subcommittee of the Birch Bay Steering Committee.

Questions and Answer time:

