                         Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, September 27, 2006
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

Steering committee members present were:  Kathy Berg,Jeri Ssmith, Doralee Booth, Earl Listabarger, Dr. Frank Oldrich, Vic Cantelmo, John Sand, Carol Sandvig, Tom Vuyovich, Doug Robertson, Cynthia Colinares, Natalie Pacheco, Karen Vaden, Stuart Pennington, Mike Abendhoff.

36 guests signed in on the roster.

· Chairman Berg asked for an addition to the July 26, 2006 minutes noting that 10 guest signed up on the roster.  The Minutes for the July 26, 2006 meeting were approved as corrected.

Technical problems occurring in Chairman Berg’s substantial email list are requiring her to create a web site to access for Birch Bay information (birchbayinfo.org).  Kathy hopes to have the web site up and running by Oct. 11, 2006.

Vice-chair Jeri Smith will chair the next Birch Bay Steering Committee on October 25, 2006 while Chairman Berg is on vacation.

There will be NO Birch Bay Steering Committee meeting in November and December.

Public Comments:

Announcement regarding red tide warning posted in Birch Bay.

Fire District #13 meetings announced:

October 2, 2006....a 1:00 pm. meeting with the Executive Secretary of the Washington State Fire District Association at the Birch Bay Fire Station.

October 2, 2006...a 7:00 pm. Open public meeting at the American Legion Hall.

Gerald Larson said planning is in progress for a Shore Stewards meeting for all those who are interested in November.  Gerald also asked the County to do a study in regards to forecasting the rising of sea level in Whatcom County over the next 50 years.  Hal Hart said that Conservation Northwest plans to study the long term forecast.

Barbara Brenner announced that the County Council would like to see an interim concurrency ordinance for special districts, such as parks, schools, and fire done by the end of October.

Guests:

Whatcom County Sheriff Elfo brought the community up to date on current law enforcement staffing in the county and explained what he is requesting in the new Law Enforcement Staffing Plan budget which is before the County Council.  The 2000 Law and Justice Report stated that the Whatcom County Sheriff’s office was grossly understaffed by 30 officers.  Sheriff Elfo is asking for 24 additional deputies...6 new deputies each year for the next 4 years.  Executive Pete Kremen said that he is willing to fund 3 deputies a year for the next 8 years.  Whatcom County has 2,150 sq. miles with 4 deputies plus a Sergeant patrolling per shift.  Two shifts overlap two times per day, which gives 8 deputies on duty for 2 hours at peak times.  Birch Bay is included in a 125 sq. mile patrol area with 1 deputy on duty.  The new funding plans call for a flexible 40 hour/week neighborhood deputy for Birch Bay.  The new funding would also allow the county to go from 4 patrol areas to 7, add a traffic deputy, and add an officer to work on gangs and criminal intelligence.

The County jail was built for 148 inmates and now houses 280 which has resulted in booking restrictions.  The new jail facilities will open in November 2006 as a result of the tax increase voted in by the Whatcom County residents.  Eight work crews will be going out from the jail to clean up roadsides, beaches, etc. in Whatcom County.  A new program for senior volunteers called “Citizen’s on Patrol” will be started. 

Mike Abendhoff, Manager for Government and Public Affairs for BP Cherry Point Refinery, brought us up to date on BP activities.  A turn around is in progress at the plant for the next month with major maintenance work going on which accounts for the high burn off flames and noise.

BP is purchasing the Birch Bay Bible Church and will continue to allow the church to be used by the Birch Bay Steering Committee.

Changes requested in the Co-gen permitting process are due to a smaller co-gen plant being planned.  A 520-megawatt plant with 2 turbines is planned.  BP will use 100-megawatts/day and 400-megawatts will be sold.  Construction will begin in the spring of 2007 and take 2 years with 200-250 workers.

Residents wanting to call BP because of a concern should call 371-1500, which is security.  If your question is not answered ask for the shift manager.

Lisa Guthrie, Operations Manager for Homestead, spoke to us regarding Homestead’s plans for the  golf course  and restoration of the golf house (Stephanies).   The restoration of the golf house will begin immediately and may be open by next summer.  The theme for  Homestead development  in Birch Bay is “Restoring the fun to Birch Bay.”  Parcel A will contain the present golf house, possibly 150 residential units, and public space where the parking lot is now with public restrooms.  Public parking will be in back of the newly restored golf house.  Parcel B is the golf course. Work is being done on the golf course which will be 9 holes with 2 sets of tee’s for 18 holes.  There will be a par 4 on two holes. A driving range is planned for the center of the course with the holes around the ouside of the parcel.  Along the south side of the golf course is a 30 ft. road right of way from the Blaine road.  Parcel C is mostly wetlands from the golf course to Blaine Rd.  This parcel contains some nice trail opportunities for the community.

Hal Hart, Director of Planning and Development for Whatcom County, reported that beginning in October Transpo consulting will help the County develop a concurrency ordinance.  The ordinance will plan for what developers owe to a community as growth occurs.  The ordinance will help plan for transportation, fire districts, parks, and school districts.  The County will be meeting with fire districts to encourage capital facilities planning.

Implementation subcommittee reports were postponed until the next meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 2006.  The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Berg at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary

