Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes

For Wednesday, April 26, 2006
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

 
Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. 


Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Earl Listabarger, Frank Oldrich, Vic Cantelmo, John Sand, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Tom Vuyovich, Catherine Mahaffey, Patrick Alesse, Jeri Smith, Kelvin Barton, Doug Robertson, Natalie Pacheco, Karen Vaden  and fourteen (14) guests signed in.  Warner Webb, the Whatcom County Fire Marshall and Hal Hart, director of Whatcom County Planning were also in attendance.
· The Minutes for the March 22, 2006 Steering Committee meeting were approved as written.

Public Comment:

Introduction of Catherine Mahaffey from the development of Harborview Estates will serve as the new Hillsdale representative.
Elie Friedlob reported over 100 volunteers planted trees for the restoration of Terrell Creek on Saturday, April 22.  All enjoyed lunch at the State Park and then released baby fish into the creek as part of the program to rebuild the system.  50,000 eggs, the 2nd generation, are hatching and will be released into the creek.  Fish should come back to Terrell Creek within the next 2-3 years.

Kathy Berg thanked those who volunteered for the Birch Bay Clean-up on Earth Day, April 22.  A hot dog lunch was served at noon at the State Park.

Ruth Higgins announced her participation in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Team in Training to raise money for research and patient services for those battling blood cancers.

Earl Listabarger reported that Burlington Northern was interested in the Causeway proposal over Drayton Harbor.  He also received replies from a State representative.

Pat Alesse announced that the Birch Bay web site has had 444 requests.

Special guest Blaine Schools Superintendent Mary Lynne Derrington reported the findings of the Facilities Steering Committee that spent this year addressing growth and planning for the school district.  A consultant was hired to do demographics and trend analysis.  The most urgent problem is lack of space in the growing high school.  It has been determined that a K-6 elementary school will be located in Birch Bay on a 20-acre parcel of land.  A bond election will be held in 2007 or 2008 and the $15-16 million dollar elementary school will be ready to serve the Birch Bay community in 2010 or 2011.  Supt. Derrington introduced Jim Kenoyer, director of facilities and Pebble Griffin a school board member who were in the audience.

Special guest Whatcom County Fire Marshall Warner Webb:
Open burning will no longer be legal in the Birch Bay Urban Growth Area as of January 2007.  Fire Marshall Webb will be working with the Birch Bay Community to locate a County facility for dumping tree and shrub clippings which will then be chipped.  The Fire Marshall will come to our next meeting to discuss a good location and staffing for the facility.

Reports from Implementation Subcommittees:

Parks Recreation and Open Space  

· Mapping all public properties in UGA.

· Roland Middleton is locating all public areas along shoreline.

· Working on Master plan for pedestrian and bike trials.

· Working on pathway connecting development on Harborview to Maple Street.

Land Use

· Rick Nicholson from Whatcom Transit Authority discussed developing bus routes in Birch Bay.

· Discussion about the Brown and Cole development at the Birch Bay Lynden and Blaine Road intersection.

Governance

· Feasibility study item waiting for the executive office to act upon.

· No meeting in May.

Task Force for Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection

· CH2MHill plan will be presented in draft form at the May 17 meeting – prioritization of problems and a preliminary list of issues will be addressed.

· Low Impact development model for Horizon’s at Semiahmoo properties will be discussed.

· Funding options to implement the Stormwater Plan will be discussed.

Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement

· Waiting for the County to do a preliminary engineering, cost analysis, and materials availability study to restore the shoreline.  The committee is not meeting.

Transportation/Public Safety

· Fire District #13 commissioners meeting information:   Fire District budget...Total revenue $2,244,934.47

· Total operational expense fund $1,890,686.99

· Capital projects expenditures for fire... $489,759 which includes a new fire engine and capital projects expenditures for EMS...$194,244 which includes a new ambulance and command vehicle.

· Assistant Chief Hollander is now on duty.

· So far this year there have been 570 calls which averages 6/day.

Design Guidelines

· A community meeting was held on April 25 with Western students gathering information on what we want our community to look and feel like in the future.  They will do a design plan for the Central Reach and report back to the community on Saturday, June 3, 2006.

Public Schools

· The Blaine School Board has selected Ron Spanjer of the Port Angeles School District to serve as its new superintendent.

The next meeting of the Birch Bay Steering Committee will be on Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church.

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Kathy Berg at 9:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth

Secretary

With some details provided by Kathy Berg
