Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes 
For Wednesday, March 22, 2006
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

 
Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. 

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Earl Listabarger, Dr. Frank Oldrich, Vic Cantelmo, John Sand, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Don Graham, Tom Voyovich, Charlotte Fain, Patrick Alesse, Ellen Shea, Cynthia Colinares, Ted Morris, Stuart Pennington, and Jo Slivinski.  Hal Hart and Dennis Rhodes from Whatcom County Planning and Development Services were present.  Twenty (20) guests signed in on the sheet.
Neighborhood meetings were held at 6:30pm for the purpose of electing new representatives to fill vacated positions on the Birch Bay Steering Committee.

State Park Reach - Seven (7) neighbors attended and the following were elected: Natalie Pacheco, representative and Karen Vaden, alternate.

Central Reach – Nine (9) neighbors attended and the following were elected: Jeri Smith, alternate #1 and Kelvin Barton, alternate #2.

Point Whitehorn – Two brand new neighbors attended and the alternate position remains vacant.

Cottonwood Reach – Seven neighbors (7) attended and  Diane Pierolo was elected representative.
· The BBSC Minutes for the February 22, 2006 were accepted as written. 


Public Comments:
Jo Slivinski announced the interest of a Canadian group to move the railroad tracks to the east of I-5 in Blaine offering a possible alternative use of the Blaine airport. Those who would like more information can ask to be placed on her email list.

Bob Andrew announced that another possible use for the Blaine airport is to make it an International zone to deal with border crossing issues for busses, etc.

Frank Oldrich spoke of an idea to build a causeway over Drayton Harbor which would go over the railroad tracks and serve as a main access to Blaine and I-5.

Fire District #13 Commissioners March 15, 2006 meeting
Doralee Booth reported - Chief Tom Fields’ agenda: Hiring-an Assistant Chief, an administrative/secretarial position for the Birch Bay station, and 3 firefighter positions for the Northwest Fire and Rescue. One of these firefighters will be assigned to the Birch Bay Fire station. Chief Field will be in his office at the Birch Bay Fire station 2-3 days a week and will be moving to Birch Bay permanently in the near future. Whatcom County sheriffs’ deputies will vacate the main office at the Birch Bay Fire station and will be given a different space at the station. GIS software will be coming on line soon and will be a great tool for coordinating emergency response.

Fire District #13 will be asking for a fire/emergency mitigation fee for commercial development based on ADT (average daily trips) and sq. ft. (for e.g. for 1,000 sq. feet they calculate 49 daily trips).


Assessed valuation of all properties within Fire Dist. #13 is $1,370,121, 739....this includes $88 million worth of new construction. From this $2,019,787 will go to the fire/emergency budget and capitol facilities. Because of the passage of Initiative #747 the maximum amount of tax that goes to fire districts is $1.50/$1,000 of valuation. The voters of Whatcom County approved by 60% a special levy for EMS services of .50/1,000. To fully staff the Birch Bay Fire station costs $760 thousand/year. They are receiving 6-7 calls a day...80% medical. In the summer they will average 8-10 calls/day. 

Hal Hart, Director of Planning and Development for Whatcom County, introduced the new Assistant Director of Planning and Development, Dennis Rhodes. He will be assisting Hal with administrative work and some grant work. Hal gave us a handout and brought us up to date on the current county project list regarding the Birch Bay Comprehensive Plan Implementation.

Reports from the Implementation Subcommittees:
Park Recreation and Open Space:  Chairman Ted Morris reported that the committee is busy making an inventory and mapping out  park properties in Birch Bay. They are looking at connectivity of trails and working on acquiring a community/county park in Birch Bay. Individual members are assigned to watch over each development in Birch Bay.  April 22, 2006 is Earth Day and Birch Bay Clean up. Northwest Parks and Recreation District is working on an inter-local agreement with the county to develop Bay Horizon fields for baseball. The next meeting of the NW Parks District is Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at the Blaine Library at 7:00 PM.

Land Use/Economic Development/Infrastructure:  Chairman Kelvin Barton reported that Troy Holbrook and Hal Hart taught the ongoing education element of the last meeting on TDR’s...Transfer of Development Rights. A lengthy discussion followed on the Provisional zoning on 280 acres of  land along Blaine Rd. to Alderson including some 29 property owners The County has recommended a rezone of this land from UR 4 (4 units per acre) to 10-24 units per acre. To do anything above 10 units per acres you must purchase TDR’s.  The overwhelming consensus of the members at the meeting was to remind the County of the BBSC endorsed Concurrency letter and to slow things down until a County Concurrency Ordinance is written. We also made it known that we want a Master plan for this area which includes a transportation grid, design guidelines, stormwater plan, etc.

Governance:  Chairman Kathy Berg reported that governance will not meet in April. Whatcom County Planning is working on the hiring of a consultant to do an incorporation feasibility study for the Birch Bay urban growth area (UGA) in phases.  The 1st phase will be a market and fiscal feasibility analysis.

Shoreline Enhancement:  Chairman Kathy Berg reported that County Public Works and Planning are working on the hiring of a consultant to do a preliminary engineering, cost analysis and materials availability study to restore the shoreline (build a berm) from Terrell Creek north to Roger's Slough.  County Project Manager  is Roland Middleton. The County is waiting for a shoreline permit and then will fix the enhanced shoulder on Birch Bay Drive which was destroyed by the winter storms.

Task Force for Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection:  
The committee is working with consultant CH2MHill to develop the Birch Bay Watershed Stormwater Management Action Plan.  Chaired by Elie Friedlob and with County project manager Roland Middleton, the committee is ranking the problems by looking at low cost solutions with high impact results. They are asking questions such as: Can solutions be enforced by rules the County already has? Do we need new ordinances? Do we need a special stormwater district? CH2MHill will be modeling low impact development on the Bovenkamp development Horizon’s at Semiahmoo. Jerry Larson announced that volunteers are still needed for the year long water quality study.

Transportation/Public Safety:  Pat Alesse reported on the Birch Bay Drive Speed Limit survey which was taken from the biz.birchbay.net website.
 
Sgt. Steve Gatterman notified us that the digitalized speed monitoring trailer has been fixed and the Sheriff’s department is willing to train volunteers from Birch Bay on how to operate it. Jim Calhoon will be taking the lead.

Design Guidelines: This committee is in the process of hiring a consultant and is working with a class of urban planning students from Western WA University to develop, with the community, design standards for the resort, neighborhood & general commercial zones of the Birch Bay UGA. They are beginning to answer the question, "What do we want Birch Bay to look and feel like?"  Chair is Jeri Smith and County project manager is Anna Shepherd.

Public Schools:  Doralee Booth, co-chair with Claudia Hollod, reported that Blaine School District Superintendent Mary Lynne Derrington announced her resignation. Derrington will be leaving June 30 to pursue a teaching position, training new principals and superintendents through a program at Western Washington University. The school board has retained a consultant to help search for a replacement.

The next Birch Bay Steering Committee meeting will be Wednesday, April 26, 2006 at 7:00 pm at the Birch Bay Bible Church.
Chairman Berg adjourned the meeting at 9:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary

With some details provided by Berg
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