Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes 
for February 22, 2006
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

 
Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:10pm. The audience was reminded to sign in so as to keep a record for things like grants/matching money where volunteer hours can be worth in the neighborhood of $17 per hour.

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Earl Listabarger, Vic Cantelmo, Daryl Schmidt, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Tom Voyovich, Pauline Nefcy, Patrick Alesse, Doug Robertson, Cynthia Colinares, Ted Morris, Len Shaffer, Jo Slivinski, Mike Abendhoff and Richard Johnson.  Sixteen (16) guests signed in on the sheet.
· The BBSC Minutes for September 28, 2006 were accepted as written. 

· The Minutes for January 25, 2006 were also accepted as written.

Public Comment: 
Daryl Schmidt raised concern about the logs piled 8 to 10 feet high in Rogers Slough from the recent storms.  Ted Morris suggested she talk to DNR and the County.
 
Kathy Berg commented that one of our goals is to solicit larger participation and make communication more efficient for all.  Kathy is working on a web site for Birch Bay Steering Committee and implementation subcommittee communication and information sharing.
  
Al Krauss and Ruth Higgins of Central Reach will be “missionaries” to the new development of Bay Crest to let new residents know how to get involved in the community efforts.

Report from Fire District #13:
Berg reported that the Birch Bay Fire station is “being manned as often as funding allows.”  As new construction occurs the Fire District is requiring a $2,500/residential unit mitigation fee for fire and emergency services.  The Fire Commissioners passed a resolution requiring a mitigation fee for new commercial development, the basis for which is yet to be determined.

Reports from the Implementation Subcommittees:
Land Use/Economic Development/Infrastructure and Transportation/Public Safety committees met jointly for on-going education in the county permitting process  and discussion on concurrency and traffic planning.

Governance:  Three representatives (Mickey Masdeo, Sharon Roy and Kathy Berg) met with Dewey Desler, County Director of Administrative Services, asking for the County to fund a feasibility study for incorporation.  The study will be done in phases starting with market and fiscal feasibility analysis.  The subcommittee has developed a scope of work.

Stormwater Management/Shellfish Protection:  Next meeting will be with consultants from CH2MHill to ask questions and discuss the draft findings.  This will be an important meeting in regards to moving the stormwater plan forward.

Design Guidelines:  The County is working on a design guidelines and standards RFP (Request for Proposal) for a consultant to help with ordinance writing and development of the review process.  The subcommittee is also working with a professor at Western Washington University, with whose students, the subcommittee and the public will develop standards and guidelines of what the commercial areas/nodes in the Birch Bay UGA should look and feel like.
  
Birch Bay Shoreline Enhancement:  The subcommittee has developed objectives for the restoration of the Birch Bay shoreline and the RFP for preliminary engineering, materials availability and cost feasibility is being written by the County Public Works department.
  
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space:  Continuing discussions regarding the need/planning for trail systems throughout Birch Bay and Birch Point.  The NW Parks and Recreation District will meet on March 14.  They would like to get Bay Horizon Park softball fields up and running by Spring.  Volunteers are needed.


Presentation:

Alan Friedlob gave a presentation on, “Tangle of Growth -- What Can Systems Thinking Reveal?” by Robert Powell.  Systems’ thinking seeks to understand the dynamic of growth by examining “the whole” instead of by analyzing the parts.  A detailed summary can be viewed at the birch bay study page at http://www.Biz.Birchbay.Net/bbsc/study.htm.  If you would like to study the full paper contact Alan at citizenscience@comcast.net.

The next Birch Bay Steering Committee meeting will be Wednesday, March 22, 2006 at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church at 7pm.  There will be Neighborhood meetings at 6:30pm at the Church for the purpose of electing/appointing new representatives to the steering committee as needed.
Chairman Berg adjourned the meeting at 9:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary

With some details provided by Berg
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