Birch Bay Steering Committee Minutes 
for January 25, 2006
at Birch Bay Bible Community Church
7039 Jackson Road

 
Chairman Kathy Berg called the meeting to order at 7:15pm. Berg thanked Pastor Rick for allowing us to use the church for meetings and preparing the coffee for all.

Steering Committee members present were: Kathy Berg, Earl Listabarger, Dr. Frank Oldrich, Daryl Schmidt, Carol Sandvig, Doralee Booth, Tom Voyovich, Patrick Alesse, Doug Robertson and Ted Morris.  Nineteen (19) guests signed in on the sheet.
Public Comment:

Elie Friedlob announced that this is the 2nd year that 50,000 incubating salmon eggs will be deposited in Terrell Creek.
Neighborhood Representation on the Steering Committee

Representatives to the Steering Committee are needed from the following neighborhoods....Central Reach, Point Whitehorn, Hillsdale, Cottonwood Reach and the State Park Reach. 
On a motion by Daryl Schmidt with a second from Doug Robertson:

· to add the Bay Crest development to the State Park Reach neighborhood
Passed unanimously.
Chairman Berg suggested 
· that the Steering Committee meet monthly for the next few months
 To get caught up on subcommittee business and reports. It was agreed upon by all. 
· The next meeting is scheduled for February 22, 2006. The regular BBSC
meeting will be preceded by mini-neighborhood meetings at 6:30 for the purpose of selecting new representatives to fill vacant positions to the Steering Committee. The meeting schedule was agreed upon with no opposition.
Birch Bay Drive Speed Limit Discussion:
Claudia Hollod, Co-chair of the Transportation/Public Safety subcommittee presented information in favor of changing the speed limit on Birch Bay Drive to 20 mph year round. The sub committee was asking the Steering Committee to vote and endorse the change of the speed limit along Birch Bay Drive from Birch Bay Village to Point Whitehorn from the seasonal 35 mph in the winter and 20 mph in the summer to 20 mph year round. Issues presented included: our community goal of creating safe pedestrian/recreational use of Birch Bay Drive, a year round speed limit provides predictability for both residential and tourist traffic, slower speeds benefit our commercial/tourist areas economically by allowing more visual interaction with our available businesses, and a reduction in vehicle stopping distance due to a slower speed limit. A lengthy discussion ensued from the audience with many suggestions regarding public safety along Birch Bay Drive: propose a 25 mph year round speed limit, keep vegetation height controlled along the drive for better visibility, more education to increase residents’ awareness of the communities need for a pedestrian friendly/safe zone for individuals/families recreating on Birch Bay Drive, pace car bumper stickers reminding motorist of summer speed limit, and engineered solutions to calm traffic such as textured crosswalks, narrower lanes, zip strips, and proper bike and pedestrian paths.
 
On a motion by Doug Robertson with a second by Doralee Booth
· to table the discussion on the year round 20 mph speed limit proposal until the County traffic planner can do a traffic study. 
The motion passed with 9 yes and 1 no.

Transportation/Public Safety Co-chair Doralee Booth will notify Traffic Sergeant Steve Gatterman and Sheriff Elfo asking that the County Sheriff’s digitalized speed control trailer be fixed and ready for operation at Birch Bay this Spring. Jim Calhoon offered to take the training and be responsible for operating the trailer at Birch Bay.

Interim concurrency and concurrency support letter:
Hal Hart, Director of Whatcom County Planning handed out a letter written and presented by County Executive Pete Kremen to the County Council asking them to support/approve the writing of a Concurrency Ordinance for Whatcom County. Hal also mentioned the possible rewriting of the Birch Bay Plan Transportation chapter to include more specific and detailed transportation planning for the Birch Bay UGA.

Jeri Smith, Chair of Design Guidelines handed out a letter written jointly by the Land Use/Economic Development, Transportation/Public Safety and Design Guidelines implementation subcommittees to County Executive Pete Kremen in support of his efforts to develop a Concurrency Ordinance for Whatcom County. Copies of the letter would be sent to the County Council, Hal Hart and the Whatcom County Hearings’ Examiner.
 
On a motion by Jeri Smith with a second from Patrick Alesse
· Asking the Birch Bay Steering committee to endorse the Concurrency support letter passed unanimously.
Ted Morris, Chair of the Parks and Recreation implementation committee asked to have his committee join in the signing of the letter. 
For our ongoing concurrency education Elie Friedlob agreed to present some information from ”A Tangle of Growth” with her husband Alan at our next BBSC meeting.

Gerald Larson gave a presentation with lots of information regarding the health and/or deterioration of the water quality in Birch Bay and Terrell Creek. Volunteers are needed to do water quality sampling beginning in March. Call Gerald if you can help with this very worthwhile project @ 371-4170.

The February 2, 2006 Planning Commission Hearing was announced. The hearing is in regards to the Counties proposal to amend the official zoning map by rescinding the provisional zoning and establish URM24, UR4 and Gateway Commercial zoning in the area located near Blaine Road and South of the Birch Bay Lynden Road and to expand the URM24 zoning area by 10 acres along Arnie Road. There was a short discussion.

Chairman Berg adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary

With some details provided by Berg
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