Notes of the Friends of Bay Horizon Park meeting on January 16, 2009 at the Birch Bay Hostel in the Park
Dear Friends: On January 16, 2009, Rod Lamb, Design & Development Supervisor, and Mike McFarlane, Director, Whatcom County Parks & Rec met with us to review the status of BHP.  2009 will be the year the Park receives active attention from the County. 

First, the County has budgeted resources to demolish approximately 11 Park structures that have been deemed by Parks & Rec to have limited likely use. The Lions Club has been involved in demolition planning, and concurs with the County's decision about which buildings to remove. The Lions Club has also invested, and continues to invest, considerable volunteer labor and materials in maintaining and improving useful buildings.

Parks & Rec has yet to release an RFP for this demolition work. Work is likely to commence late Spring 2009 and to be completed prior to the Lions Camp Horizon in July.  We did discuss whether or not there could be some flexibility regarding saving selected structures (for example, a shed used for storage by the Drayton Harbor Maritime Foundation), and whether the demolition plan should receive greater public scrutiny. Because demolition will likely coincide with the initiation of Park master planning it is possible that some additional review of these structures can occur (see below).  
 

Second, in early Spring, Rod Lamb will begin a master site planning process for BHP.  Rod shared aerial and schematic drawings of the Park (see attached).   

Developing this plan will provide many opportunities for citizen involvement. Rod and Mike agreed on the importance of citizen engagement in Park planning and in ongoing park stewardship. As a "community park", primary responsibility for the Park's recreational and activities programming will likely rest with local citizens and levy resources from the Northwest Parks and Rec Commission, not WC Parks & Rec resources.  WC would, however, contribute to site preparation (for example, trail development, grading). 
 

In mid-February, I will contact Rod to check on his work schedule, and arrange a follow-up meeting for us to discuss the work plan for the master planning process. At that time, we can identify specific ways in which citizens can best participate (for example, we discussed holding a Park "open house" in early Spring so that citizens could tour BHP). Rod stated he is available to meet with citizens in the evening so we will likely schedule our future meetings at Birch Bay Bible Community Church.
 

Until February,
  

Alan Friedlob
